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his own way, and by his own means, they have reached
their perfection. This fact, however, has two aspects.
If no man can be held to serve another man's happiness,
it follows that no man can call on another to serve his
happiness. The different views of individualism depend
on which of these aspects is under observation. What
seems to be desired now is a combination of liberty for
all with an obligation of each to all. That is one of the
forms in which we are seeking a social philosopher's stone.
The reflex influence which American institutions have
had on European institutions is well known. We have
had to take as well as give. When the United States
put upon their necks the yoke of a navigation and colonial
system which they had just revolted against, they showed
how little possible it is, after all, for men to rise above
the current notions of their time, even when geographical
and economic circumstances favor their emancipation.
We have been borrowing old-world fashions and tradi-
tions all through our history, instead of standing firmly
by the political and social philosophy of wiuch we are
the standard-bearers.
So long as a nation has not lost faith in itself it is
possible for it to remodel its institutions to any extent.
If it gives way to sentimentalism, or sensibility, or polit-
ical mysticism, or adopts an affectation of radicalism, or
any other ism, or molds its institutions so as to round out
to a more complete fulfillment somebody's theory of the
universe, it may fall into an era of revolution and politi-
cal insecurity which will break off the continuity of its
national life and make orderly and secure progress impos-
sible. Now that the royal power is limited, and that
the old military and police States are in the way of tran-
sition to jural States, we are promised a new advance to
democracy. What is the disposition, of the i*ew State